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Great crowds followed Jesus on his way and he said fo them, *if you want fo be
my disciple, you must love God more than anything else, even more than your
farnily and even more than you love yourself. If you really want to be my disciple,
you must be willing to carry your cross and follow me.® Then Jesvs gave them
this example: *Suppose a builder wanted to build something. wWould he
. not first sit down and work out the cost to see if he had enough to
| complete it? Otherwise, if he laid the foundation and then found himself
unable to finish the work, the onlookers would all start making fun
of him and saying, 'Here is @ man who starfed fo build and was
| unable to finish what he started.” So, you must be willing to give up
everything you have if you want to be my disciple.”

ich words stood out for you in this Gospel, and why What does the picture make
you think about? Now enjoy exploring this Wednesday's waord, which = LOYALTY.

n Enjoy reading this Sunday’s Gespel
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what are some of the things that Jesus sald kis disciples must do? This Sunday's Gospel
reminds v that, to be Jesus' friends, we must put our loyalty fo him before anything else
in eur life. Ask your child what the word 'loyalty’ means to them. Whe stands out to
them as being a loyal friend - someone who stays with them in both good and difhcult
times? What other qualifies make a loyal friend? We can all ask God to help us o grow
in loyalty - it's a gift worth asking for.

T be loyal i fo be faithful, reliable, supportive and frushworthy - fo keep promizes and shand
up for the truth. Being loyal fo Jesus is not al . He azks ug to take up our crosz. This
means that we must somefimes do difficult things ke saying sormy or helping when we don't
want to. In what other ways can we show our loygalty to Jesus in the new school year?
Perhaps we can: always try fo love cur neighbour as ourselves; spend Hime with Jesus and
listen o him through daily prayer; be self-giving - always trying to put others’ needs before
ouF own; by bo forgive others in the same way that Jesus fargives us.

Dear Lord Jesus, help us to grow in cur leyalty to you: fo be trustusorthy and
reliable people whe always stand up for the truth, even when it°s hard. Amen.
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